THE SERVANT

Educating the Church about False Religions and the Lost about Jesus Christ

FALL

1991

DISCIPLING AND THE
TUCSON CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Tucson Church of Christ (COC) is a
young, active and growing congregation.
Members believe they are a part of God’s only
true church, but critics claim the church uses a
cultic form of mind control known as discipling.

Discipling is a relationship where newer
converts are assigned to more “spiritually
mature” members for guidance. These
“disciplers” advise the converts on spiritual
matters and also in everyday life. Unquestioning
obedience is expected.

The Tucson COC, along with over 100
other churches worldwide, are a part of the
discipling movement of the Boston COC. Most
of these churches take the name of the city they
are located in and are very active on college
campuses.

The Boston COC movement is a breakoff
of the traditional churches of Christ. The
movement started in the late 1960s at the
Crossroads COC in Gainsville, Fla. The church
experimented with discipling techniques to
increase membership and retention.  Other
churches also became involved, including the
Boston COC, where their headquarters are now
located.! .

Primarily because of the discipling
practices, the traditional churches of Christ began

separating from the Boston faction. There was a
complete split between the churches in 1988.

Discipling is not unique to the Boston
movement. Many cults from the Moonies to the
Jonestown People’s Temple use similar methods
to control their members. At the same time
discipling practices started in the Boston
movement, it also found its way into the
Evangelical churches. Charismatic leaders such
as Bob Weiner, Wayman Mitchell, and Bob
Mumford taught controversial discipling (also
called shepherding) techniques.2

Discipling is called a cultic practice by the
Christian Research Institute and the Cult
Awareness Network because of the absolute
control leaders may have over members. Former
members of some Boston churches say that daily
logs and time cards must be submitted to
disciplers for inspection. The amount of time
spent in prayer, Bible study, church attendance
and hours sleeping and exercising must be
reported to their leaders. The disciplers advise
members on which college classes to attend, how
much time can be spent with non-members
(including family), and whom to date and mairy.
Even how long a kiss can last is determined by
the discipler.3  Sins and thoughts must also be

see Discipling p. 2
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DISCIPLING (cont. from p. 1)

confessed to the discipler, who is under no
obligation to keep them confidential.

Discipling relationships are structured
into a chain of command where new converts are
at the bottom and leaders at the top. Disciplers
are themselves discipled by “Bible talk leaders.”
The Bible talk leaders are discipled by ‘“house
church elders,” who are discipled by “zone
evangelists.”* The zone evangelists oversee all
the members in a particular geographic area.
Followers of the Tucson and Phoenix churches
are under the control of the zone evangelist from
the San Diego COC in California.

Zone evangelists from the United States
and from 35 other countries are discipled by the
elders of the Boston COC. These Boston elders
are discipled by “The Evangelist,” Kip McKean,
the top of the pyramid.

McKean, a disfellowshipped churches of
Christ minister, teaches “Discipling is the only
way the world will be won to Christ in our
generation...Get discipled by men. Most
of you have discipling relationships,
some of you don’t and need to
find them. It’s biblically
commanded. How could
you not have them?””>
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Evangelist

I
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Boston Church
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because they don’t perceive it as mind control. If
you really believe you’re on a mission from God
and if you go to the five or more meetings every
week, and if you really believe you're saving

souls, then everything else pales by
comparison.”®
The Boston movement’s college

outreach, Campus Advance, is an officially
recognized religious organization on many
campuses including the University of Arizona
and Arizona State University. But because of
numerous complaints from ex-members, parents,
and friends, the organization has been banned
from many institutions including Harvard, The
University of Massachusetts, Boston College,
Northeastern, Vanderbilt, Marquette, Tufts, York
(Canada) and Washington University. Melissa
Vito, Dean of Students at the University of
Arizona, reported to the Christian Awareness
Fellowship that Campus Advance is under
investigation for complaints from a few
concerned parents. Parents say they have been
alienated from their children and claim the
church manipulated students into drop-
ping out of school and donating
large sums of money to their
mission program. Vito said
most former members

do not report abuses

Pyramid authority stucture of the Boston Church of Christ movement

It is interesting to note that McKean
claims discipling is commanded by God, yet he
himself is apparently not discipled by anyone.

Sins confessed to disciplers may also be
used as a lever to keep guilt-ridden members
under the leader's control. In an interview by U.
The National College Newspaper, Phil Kunz, a
former member of the Champaign-Urbana
Church of Christ in Illinois talks about the “cross
study” used by the church. Kunz says, “[It]
makes you feel horrible. They take all these sins
you’ve told them about and they say, “This is

what it did to Jesus.” They teach you that each-

time you sin, you are physically putting Jesus on
the cross. This leads to a lot of guilt.”

Kunz states, “If you would ask any of the
members, they’ll refute using mind control

to university administrators, making official
investigations hard. Being a public institution, as
opposed to a private college, also leads to legal
difficulties in preventing religious clubs from
meeting, Vito said.

Wesley E. Lent of Woodsbury,
Connecticut, was involved in an “extrication” of
his daughter last spring from the Tucson COC.
Rebecca S. Lent, a University of Arizona
freshman, became involved with the Tucson
COC last spring. The resident assistant at the
dormitory where she lived was very friendly
toward her and invited her to a Bible study.
Rebecca was soon assigned a discipler and was
baptized into the church.

See Discipling on p. 7
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MINISTRY NEWS

C.A'F. PRAISE REPORTS

Mang have left the Tucson Church of
Christ. ne couple prayed with C.AF.
volunteers to recieve Jesus! Three other church
visitors gave their lives to God during a teaching
by one C.A.F. volunteer.

Some articles in the SERVANT have
been reprinted in a local Christian paper, the
GOOD NEWS. Thousands more people have
been reached because of this!

Thanks to the hard work of C.AF.
volunteers, we now have a promotional video!
Local occultic churches and cults were shown.
Endorsements by Casas Adobes pastor Roger
Barrier and Family Life Radio vice-president
Randy Carlson and others were given. Ex-
cultists were also interviewed and  gave their
testimonies. Video tapes will be shown to
church leaders to give them an idea of who we
are and how we can serve the body of Christ
through education, witnessing and counseling.

We have moved into an office and are
thankful to those who are willing to share it with
us. An alarm system was also donated at
virtually no cost, because of volunteer labor!
Plans to have Bible studies or speakers on a
weekly basis are being discussed.

Many new volunteers have been helping
the ministry lately with typing and research.
Thank You!

C. A. F. MINISTRY NEEDS

We are still praying for computer
upgrades including newer versions of our Page
Maker program, a hard drive, a modem, and a
new printer. Other needs: a photocopy machine,
folding chairs, another telephone line.

If you would like to donate any of these,
or would like to contribute towards them, a tax
deductable recipt will be given. Thank you!

Printing and mailing expenses have risen,
to the point where this Servant cost C.A.F.
$1,000. Your prayers and financial support are
appreciated.

BIOSPHERE 2

The Biosphere 2, a giant 3-acre green-
house containing a desert, marsh, rain forest and
an ocean, was visited by C.A.F. members last
month. The $125 million airtight structure was
sealed shut in September for a two year long
“scientific study.”

A ceremony for the sealing was broadcast
worldwide on CNN and included movie stars
and government officals. Arizona Governor
Symington proclaimed the day Biosphere 2
Sealing Day. According to the Arizona Daily
Star, the blessings of a chanting Crow Indian and
a Tibetan Buddhist monk were also a part of the
closing ceremony.

Included in the Biosphere 2 are 3,800
species of plants and animals, including eight
humans, called “bionauts.” The bionauts will
have to grow their own food and recycle air and
water to survive.

Critics claim Biosphere 2 is a little bit of
science and a lot of Disneyland-- most of us at
C.AF. agree, but it was an impressive sight
nevertheless. This tourist attraction in the middle
of the desert has been called a cult by local and
national newspapers. The New York Times
quotes one researcher claiming the giant terrarium
is  “inspired by doomsday dogmas and
new-age flakiness disguised as science.”

One Biosphere book in the gift store had
prayers to Gaia (the mother earth goddess) and
references to the Beacon Press (owned by the
Unitarian Universalist Church). The C.A.F. has
also learned from a resident in the nearby town of
Catalina, Ariz. that at least some of the
employees of Space Biosphere Ventures are
involved in occultism.

Jack Gracie was busy speaking at the
following churches this summer:

Coronado Baptist Church, Mt. Lemmon
Community Church, Mission Park Baptist
Church, Cops for Christ, Golf Links Baptist
Church, Sandario Baptist Church.

We would be glad to schedule a talk or show a
movie for your church or organization. Please
contact us for details and for available topics.

THE SERVANT is published by the CHRISTIAN AWARENESS FELLOWSHIP,
a non-profit, volunteer ministry; Jack Gracie, president, Tom Perkins editor. Comments,
suggestions and corrections are welcome as is your letters of encouragement and testimonies.
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CULT UPDATE

WATCHTOWER DISTRICT

CONVENTION 1991
by Sue Herzog
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L.D.S. PROFITS

by Anders Andersen

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints handles its finances and business dealings
in a fairly low-key fashon. For this reason, most
people are not aware of its acquired empire.
However, a great number of people unknowingly
support the Mormon church every day.

Numerous investigations (including a
recent extensive study conducted by the Arizona
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