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SPIRITUAL WARFARE part2
ANCESTRAL CURSES

by Duane Burgess

Can Christiansbe in spiritual bondage
of a curse? Do believers suffer because of
occult involvement of their ancestors? Is
there demonic bondage of God’s children
because of the “sins of their fathers”? Be-
lievers should be relieved to know that the
Bible does not teach any of these ideas.

A Popular deliverance teaching is that
believers can be trapped in sinful habits
because the “sins of the fathers™ are passed
on “to the third and fourth generations.”
Believers are told they must renounce the
sinsoftheir parents, grandparents and other
ancestors in order to break a demonic curse.
Supposedly demons have a right to harass
them because of ancestral sins. Some erro-
neously say, as Kathy McReynoldsand Dr.
Boyd Luter write, that Deut. 5:9 presents “a

bedrock scriptural principle: sin is
‘intergenerational’...” (“Viewpoint,” CR/
Journal, Spring 1993, guest editorial. This
is NOT the position of the Christian Re-
search Institute.)

While it’s true that children can learn
sinful habits and patterns from their par-
ents, this is not the concept taught by
Deuteronomy 5:9 or other passages of Scrip-
ture which refer to “the sins of the fathers.”

The phrase, “sins of the fathers” first
appears in Exoduschapter 20. This passage
records Moses receiving from God the tab-
lets of stone in which were carved the Ten
Commandments. Referring to the graven
images and theidols, verse 5 reads:

(Spiritual Warefare continued on p. 8)

Biker Ministry

Sues Critics

Calvary Chapels, Pastors, Ex-
members accused of slander.

Set Free Fellowship and founder Pastor
Phillip Aguilar filed a lawsuit against two churches,
pastors and critics of the biker church in Orange
County Superior Court in February. Calvary
Chapel of Costa Mesa and Calvary Chapel Lake
Elsinore, Calif. were named in the libel suit along
with Pastor Oden Fong, Pastor John Duncan and
ex-members for calling Set Free a “cult”.

Many members of Set Free are bikers and
were drug abusers and gang members until they
were “set free” from their former bondages by
Jesus. Aguilar himself is an ex-gang member, ex-
convict and ex-drug addict. Set Free, located in
Anaheim, Calif., has about two dozen other out-
reaches in various cities, including Phoenix (Set
Free Tucson was disbanded last year and was not
directly connected to Set Free Fellowship, Ana-
heim). Members often live in communal houses
or ranches located in California, Texas and Illi-
nois. The Anaheim church had almost 6,000
members in 1992, but observers say most mem-
bers have left the church. The Anaheim Set Free
is now closed.

(Set Free continued on p. 2)

Unittep CHURCH OF Gob
NATIONAL CONVENTION
IN TucsoN (see p.4)

HOLY SPIRIT:
God and Person,

or “the force”?

By Scott Ladd & Tom Perkins

The central doctrine concerning the nature
of God in orthodox Christianity is the doctrine
of the Trinity, God in three persons. Since the
early church, this doctrine has frequently been
misunderstood and at times deliberately misrep-
resented. The teaching states that within the na-
ture of the one eternal God exists three Persons:
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. While
separate from one another in person, they all share
the same eternal nature of the one true God.

The confusion and misrepresentation comes
in many fashions. Most groups who reject the
Trinity and who claim adherence to the Bible as
a part of their faith, have no problem accepting
that the Father is a person and that He is God.

(Holy Spirit continned on p. 2)




HOLY SPIRIT (continued from p. 1)

The Holy Spirit, however, is denied personhood and deity.
Teachers of such doctrines were considered heretics by the sec-
ond century Church.

Some cults deny the Holy Spirit is God, defining Him as
nothing more than an impersonal force. Some equate this force
with electricity and claim that it is the power God uses to influ-
ence His followers to do His will. Some translations change
portions of Scripture to read “holy spirit” instead of “the Holy
Spirit” in an effort to de-personalize Him and His regenerative
work.

Acts 2:4 quoted from the Watchtower’s New World Trans-
lation reads, “and they all became filled with holy spirit and
started to speak with different tongues...”

The Bible teaches us that the Holy Spirit is the person of
the Godhead that convicts us of our need for the atonement of
Christ, and at the moment of conversion comes into and dwells
within the new believer (See 1 Thes. 1:4-6, 2 Thes. 2:13, Eph.
1:13,14 and 1 Cor. 3:16).

The Scriptures teach the Holy Spirit is a person, but a per-
son in the Biblical sense does not necessarily mean human. A
petson is a being that has personality, such as angels men and
God. The Bible shows the Holy Spirit has traits that are only
found in a person and not an impersonal force.

The Holy Spirit teaches God’s people (Luke 12:11,12) and
He is called a Counselor (John 14:26). He reminds God’s people
of the teachings of Jesus Christ. The Spirit calls Barnabas and
Saul to a particular work for Him in Acts 13:2, hardly the ac-
tion of an impersonal force. '

The Holy Spirit has the ability to reason and to fellowship.
In Acts 15:28 the Holy Spirit makes decisions based upon rea-
son concerning the teachings of the Apostles and the ability of
those being taught. Paul exhorts the Corinthian Christians to
partake of fellowship with the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 12:3). Fel-
lowship must involve a personal relationship between two or
more persons, not between a person and a force.

The Holy Spirit has the capability to feel emotions, such as
grief (Eph. 4:30). The Prophet Isaiah also writes:

But they rebelled, and grieved His Holy Spirit: there-
fore He was turned to be their enemy, and He fought
against them. (Isa. 63:10).

Acts 5 clearly shows that the Spirit is a person and is called
God. In verses 3 and 4 Ananias lied not just to the apostles, but
to God, the Holy Spirit Himself. Since an impersonal force has
no trait that would be affected by either a lie or the truth for that
matter, this positively validates the teaching that the Holy Spirit
is a person and is God.

The Holy Spirit speaks of His covenant with His people,
His laws that He will put in His people’s hearts and on their
minds. He also promises to forgive their sins, an authority that
only God Himself has (Heb. 10:15-17).

Many teachers, in spite of the overwhelming evidence to
the contrary, teach of an impersonal force. The Word of God
wamns of another unholy spirit in 2 Cor. 11:4. Groups such as
the Watchtower and Armstrongism teach “holy spirit” is a force
and not actually God. They seek ways to take mastery over the
power of this force and look for evidence of this mastery in
signs and occurrences.

(Holy Spirit continued on p. 3)
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SET FREE (continued from p. 1)

Cult experts have voiced concern with Set Free. Dr. Ron
Enroth, religious sociologist of Westmont College, says Set Free
has, “a disturbing pattern of control and spiritual intimidation
which is not only unhealthy, but is clearly unscriptural.” Enroth
discusses Set Free in his book, Churches That Abuse. Cult
researcher William Alnor has written articles critical of the biker’s
ministry in the Christian Research Journal and Christianity
Today. Alnor says Set Free has “cult-like™ characteristics.

Oden Fong is the pastor of Calvary Chapel Qutreach Fel-
lowships, which is based with Chuck Smith’s Calvary Chapel
of Costa Mesa, Calif. Fong has compiled 318 pages of testimo-
nies from 29 former members who claim the church leadership
abuses members and finances. The lawsuit charges Fong with
slander for describing Aguilar as a cult leader similar to Jim
Jones and David Koresh on a television news program last Oc-
tober. The suit also names Pastor John Duncan of Calvary Chapel
Lake Elsinore for distributing letters to school officials. The
letters claimed some leaders in Set Free are involved with sexual
misconduct with children and drug dealing.

In an incident in 1992 in Colleyville, Texas Set Free Pas-
tor Mario Ruiz was accused of persuading 17-year-old Ryan
Brewer to have sex with him in exchange for cocaine. Brewer’s
parents brought the youth to the Set Free ranch (owned by Trinity
Broadcasting Network) for help with his drug abuse, where Ruiz
allegedly abused him. Set Free settled out of court.

Former Set Free members Steve Schinhofen and Eileene
Jackson are also being sued for allegedly putting up posters in
Huntington Beach, Calif. The posters warn of the danger of
Set Free and Aguilar. Jackson had started a support group for
former members hurt by the abuses of Set Free and has been a
critic of the ministry.

- CAF has leamned that last month Set Free and Pastor Phil
Aguilar issued a proposal for an out of court settlement. The
settlement states that Set Free would drop all charges if the de-
fendants promised not to pass out any more literature or speak
publicly against Set Free or Aguilar.. So far, the defendants
have refused to sign the settlement.

Phil Aguilar is now working with Phoenix First Assembly
of God. The Arizona church’s new ministry is known as the
LA International Church in Los Angeles, Calif. Senior Pastor
of Phoenix First Assembly of God, Tommy Barnett, purchased
Queen of Angel’s hospital and is turning it into a ministry out-
reach for the homeless and other people in downtown Los An-
geles. The new ministry, also known as “The Dream Center,”
is being run by Pastors Tommy Barnett, his son Pastor Mat-
thew Barnett and Pastor Phil Aguilar.

“The Dream Center mends broken dreams— and minis-
tries,” a staff member of Phoenix First Assembly of God told
CAF. Only a portion of the 400,000 square foot building is
usable, since it is not yet up to the fire code’s sprinkling system
requirements. But Phil Aguilar is in a leadership position there
and is totally submissive to Pastor Tommy Barnett, he said. The
Center is scheduled to open sometime in October.

Pastor Aguilar’s suit asks for an unspecified amount of
damages. Aguilar claims he has suffered humiliation, emotional
and physical distress, hurt feelings and is unable to sleep be-
cause of the defendants’ accusations against him.



DEFINITIONS

(def” e-nish’ ens)

The word “Cult” is often misused or used differently than
what it is intended. One definition of a cult is a break-off of a
more established religion, and the dictionary says it is merely a
religious group. According to these definitions Christianity is a
cult, since it is a religious group that broke-off from the estab-
lished Judaism.

To those who study religions, a cult is much more than the
simplified dictionary definition. A “Cult”to a sociologist and to
a Bible theologian are something entirely different. CAF uses
two primary definitions: the theological cult and the sociologi-
cal cult. An organization which is considered a cult (not to be
confused with Occult ) can be classified as either a theological
or a sociological cult, or both.

CULT:

DICTIONARY (American Heritage) 1. A system or
community of religious worship... 2. Obsessive devotion or ven-
eration. 3. An excessive group of persons sharing an esoteric
interest.

SOCIOLOGICAL (Cult Awareness Network) A
totalistic group (religious, pseudo-therapeutic, political or com-
mercial in nature) which uses manipulative techniques that seeks
to control a person’s thoughts or actions. They often use de-
ceptive techniques to recruit members and have little (if any)
regard for either the autonomy or welfare of the individual and
laws of society.

THEOLOGICAL (Dr. Walter Martin, Christian Research
Institute) A religious group gathered about a specific person or
person’s mis-interpretation of the Bible. These groups claim to
be Christian, but deny biblical and historical Christian beliefs,
especially the deity of Christ, the Trinity and that salvation is
obtained by grace through faith and not by works.

OCCULT:

DICTIONARY (American Heritage) 1. Pertaining or
dealing with supernatural influences, agencies, or phenomena.
2. Hidden from view, secret, concealed.

THEOLOGICAL (Josh McDowell & Don Stewart) “Un-
der the designation occult we would class at least the following
items: witchcraft, magic, palm reading, fortune telling, ouija
boards, tarot cards, satanism, spiritism, demons and the use of
crystal balls.”

POLEMICS:

DICTIONARY (American Heritage) The practice of
theological controversy to refute errors of doctrine.

THEOLOGICAL (Earle Cairns) In Church history,
apologists sought to give a rational explanation and justification
of Christianity to their pagan neighbors and rulers. They were
concerned with the external threat of persecution. Polemicists,
on the other hand, were concerned with heresy- an internal threat
to the purity of church doctrine. The polemicists sought to
condemn by argument the false teachings that they opposed.

APOLOGETICS:

DICTIONARY The branch of theology that deals with
defense and proof of Christianity. From Greek apologia, a
formal legal defense or justification.

THEOLOGICAL (Dr. Walter Martin, Christian Research
Institute) “You can preach the gospel from now until Christ
returns, but if you don’t defend it you are looking into the face
of another Dark Ages. Some may say, ‘The gospel is going to
go ahead anyhow whether you defend it or not.” Yes, but we
paid for 900 years for not defending the gospel after the first
five centuries. The early Church Fathers gave us the means to
defend Christianity. From the fifth century through the Refor-
mation times we had what was known as the Dark Ages. Why?
Because we didn’t use our defense. Instead we retreated from
the worid rather than encountering the world. Christian apolo-
getics is the lost art of giving people answers to questions about
what Christians believe about their faith” (Dr. Walter Martin,
Christian Research Institute).

HOLY SPIRIT (continued from p. 2)

Similarly, some followers of the “Toronto Blessing™ or
“laughing revival” treat the Spirit of God as an inanimate power.
Charismatic Pastor George Byron Koch of the Church of the
Resurrection in West Chicago criticizes other Charismatic pas-
tors for treating the Holy Spirit like the force of the cults.

“One minister stands behind a couple who have asked
for prayer... He holds his hands above their heads, palms
down, and begins pumping vigorously up and down, as if
he is pushing something into them. Another minister... his
hand rests on the man as his right hand scoops the air in a
sideways motion, palm toward the man being prayed for, as
if he is pulling something out of the air and scooping it into
the man’s body... Behind the same man, another minister
stands with two fingers on top of the man’s head, and two
at the bottom of his back, as if charging a battery with his
fingers. Suddenly the man folds up and sinks to the floor.
Lying there he twitches, pumps his arms up and down, and
prays in an unknown tongue.

“Members of the congregation, both standing and ly-
ing on the floor, scoop their own hands toward themselves,

pleading, “More! Give me more of the Holy Spirit.” Min- 3

isters near them oblige and scoop the air, directing ‘some-
thing’ toward those who plead.... Some members of the
congregation... embrace the new seckers in a bear hug to
press the ‘blessing’ into them...

“A moment’s reflection will show that underlying some
of these actions may be an unbiblical conception of the Holy
Spirit, with eerie parallels in Hindu and related eastern and
‘New Age’ cosmology: God is an impersonal force.”
(Spiritual Counterfeits Project Newsletter, Berkeley, Ca. Vol
19:4, Spring 1995)

The Bible in direct opposition to this teaches that our goal
as Christians is to be in constant submission to the teaching and
leading of God, the Holy Spirit. It is plain to see that people
who do not want to submit to the Lordship of God would have
to rethink their view of this teaching. It may very well be that it
is easier to impersonalize the Holy Spirit and see Him as a force
that is a servant at their beck and call, instead of seeing Him as
the Holy Spirit of God.

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty (2 Cor. 3:17).






